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r. .Lee Harvey Oswald ar.d David William Ferrie 
k-ere roommates in New Orleans two 1annU1s_.be- 
(o?i Presides’: John F. Kennedy was slain, a key 
witness in Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison’s probe of the 

2ssassin2*ior. testified today. But in Dallas, Os- 
wald's-wida'v •cask doubt or. the story. 

_gerry R. RuAo. w ho yesterday electrified the 
. preliminary hearings for Clay L. Shaw by testify- 




-WHAT YEAR ARE WE TALKING about?” asked 1 
Dyawnd.. 

•*\Vhl. month?” 

"September" : 

In cmr.v cr to. a question, Russo said he saw Oswald at 
the apartment three or four times. When asked when be 
La saw rum there, he answered: 

“In the middle of October or late September.” 

The former farina O^veld, no w Mrs. Kenneth Por t _ 
said Garrison lus iicvu her during his” propeT 

Russo testified yesterddy that Oswald and Ferrie wire 
talking in Fcrrie’s apartment and Oswald described trouble 
with his wife. 

Russo quoted Ferrie as telling Oswald. r ”p^YjL-* wry, 
I’ll. handle- it.”. # * - 



RUSSO YESTERDAY IDENTIFIED SHAW AS TOE j 
man he knew as “Clem Befrra nd’’ in the apaftn^^. -Ear- 
lier, Garrison had said Shalv -used “Cay Esrtrand « an 
•alias. Shaw has said he ©ever used either name. 

Under cross-examination today, Russo said he_ under- 
went *ke psychiatric treatment Irom October of 1959 until 
late 1SS0 or early 1961. _ 8 

The questions about Russo’s treatment by a psychiatrist 
were part of a line of questioning aimed at attacking the 
credibility of the witness. Tne questions were put by 
n y ~ 0 - d 

*Dymond said he could show that Russo has made con- 

tradictory statements. . , , . 

Other illnesses on the stand this moromg Included. 
James K^ney^ a gency director of the Equllib.e Lhs 
Assurance Society/ which employs Russo. He Identified re>. 
ords of the firm pertaining to the witness. 

r.n^k*c»it Batdidd^r. registrar at Talace University* 
who idv. atiiicdsoike student records of his office. Russo 

0uC Dcsn 3 ^* 1 E^'p^pale of the Loyola University School 
also attteeded. 



cl Law, vtaich H issy o,jw 

Frack J. Sts ss. 51, of (00 Faye »ve., Metairie, the ^ 

r * 6 Subpenaes also* went out today to television stations 
V/DSU and WVUE, for taped interviews with Russo. _ 

The three-judge panel handling the case includes seniw 
judeo Bernard JLM 2rt and Judges Matth ew S. B.^ niff 
anSTTM^TnTTro; iara. . • 

The "hcarTngTwWh opened y ester-ay. represents th* 
first time since the President was sunn on Nov 2, 1^,. 
that any 'aspect of the case has gone bo.ore a 01 
The previous investigation was made by the barren Com- 
mission, a special body appointed by President Lyndon B. 

JOh "(S?rison maintains that a New Orleans-based conspiracy 
plotted the President's death. Shaw’s arrest on March 1 
: was the first since the States-Item revealed on Feb. 17.. 
In Sa-wXChnive story that the probe was under way- 
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Shaw entered the courtroom at 9:30 a. m. with his 
lawyers. J’.e stood by the defense table con.o.~=3 -* lth 

DA's chief investigator, jmiiam^urff, 
first member of the prcsecuUon team to inRr the couri- 
* _ a t_i as t a halt-hour before start of the 10 a. ™- 
hfwins. ' Garrison and Russo appeared promptly at 10. 

ORLE KNS PARISH Coroner Dr. Nicholas J. Chetta was 
also on hand early, conferring with Garrison and ha as- 
sistants. Ke has been called by the state as an exper 

witness. ^ the bench at 10:15 a. m. 

Garrison ^as wearing a light green suit with a green 
tie and Russo was clad in a conservative hrown suii and 
tie. Gurvich was less somberly dressed in a navy blue 
blazer and a yellow shirt 

SEN-ERA!. NEW procedures were added to morning 
to the pr~*css of admitting newsmen and spccU.c.s joo 

toe crowded courtroom. , .. 

1 FotTee' detectives and* twV irauiie policemen were sta- 

tioned within the foyer of the courtroom frisiing t^rsons as 

^ y in W add??on.’several criminal sheriff deputies were add- 
, ed to the large /group of guards in and around the court- 

- »“?„ Bulzer, secretary to Criminal Sheriff Louis 

A. ll e yd Jr. -sa^cSihges in procedures for admitting news- 
men were made'to speed up the process. 

Shortly after 10:15 Judge Bagert asked if the state 

. and defease were ready to proceed. 

I IN THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSLNESS, Heyd reported 
J that his office had returns on all three subpenaes issued y 

^ a ?nVTem yS to y SroS y and Tulane universities, where 
Russ™ ieT to *hool, and to the Equitable Ufe Assur- 

““Dymond^en me^fpiication for two more ? bpenaes 

• for immediate return. He then asited that Dean P-pale be 

• ^ At this^nt Judge Bagert, at the request of Dy 
ordered all witnesses out of the ' courtroom. 

Before Dean Papa’.e took the stand, 

Loyo'a University attorney, asked the : court t<T31 
diversity to “ren»ve all records on Mr. Russo and 
SS to my custody as attorney for the university." 

^ HE THEN OFFERED AN ENVELOPE CONTAINING 

‘ the records to flse ‘coart. ~ mn v*A 9 < a “ore- 

He reauested that the records be removed as a ?re- 

caubon to isl*e the court that none of the contents of 
the record would be divulged outside the court or wot^d 

^ number of people have been' to toe uhiver- 

• sity to look. at the records. . . 
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Dymond then began questioning Dean Papale. His 
line-of questioning was aimed at estabIishing“icBSih/--that 
the records aimed over to the court were those of Russo. 

He went through a similar procedure with Stass. 

Russo th<m took the stand for his first questioning by 
the defense. 

Dymond questioned Russo closely as to his belief in 
God. Russo said, “I don’t consider my conceptions of God 
mere pccuucr than anyone e*ses.*' * 

When D>mond persisted, Judge Eager: said: 

“This is not a catechism class. Let's move on ont of 
this area.” 

Dymond then questioned Russo ab™ his “family hack- 
grcur.o, ms number of brothers and sisters and whether his 

""parents had ever been married to persons -besides,, each 
oG.rr. ' Russo said he didn’t know, but his father might 
have been. 

Russo testified that his mother died in 19S3, and that 
he has a brother named Edwin. He said he was support- 
ing his grandmother, who. lives in Mississippi 

Dymond questioned Russo at length on these family- 
matters until Assistant DA James L. Alcock jumped to his . 
feet and objected, saying he saw no point to the line of 
questioning. ’ *> 

' Dymond told the judge that the line of questioning bears 
on the credibility of the witness. He said he could furnish 
evidence that Russo has made contradictory statements.. 

After some dispute as to whether Russo had ever 
claimed hi> grandmother as a dependent, Dymond dropped 
the bombshell of the morning testimony. He asked: . 

“Did you ever have any psychiatric treatment?” . ; 

“Yes, sir,” Russo said. . * . 

“When?” 

“In 1959 . . . mid-1960, or maybe it was. late I960. -, 

“It consisted of treatment ana consultations and covered 
a perjod of one and a half or -two years,” Russo sa i d. *• 

HE THEN SAID THE TREATMENT BEGAN in Octobtf, 

1959, and ended in late 1960 or early 1961. Asked whether, 
he had visited a psychiatrist since, Russo said: • 

“When my mother died, I went back for a visit” . 

He said he went “whenever I felt like I wanted to talk \ 

about my past life.” ' . . *. ■ ’ * ‘ 

As Dymond took up a new line of questioning, Russo, 
said he first met David William Feme in I960 or- I96L- 

He said he and Ferrie met through a mutual friend. 

named A1 Latdry. ' •/ *. 

In question, Russo denied that he wa$ 

threatened with expulsion from McDoncgh High Schqd be- 
cause be did not believe in God. •• . * -*• . 

He said he didn’t remember whether the issue ever 
came up. ; f- 

• RlttSO TESTIFIED THAT HE WAS GRADUATED from 
McDoncgh In 1953 and entered Tulane University, where he 
studied for two years. Asked, what the occasion his \ . 

• leaving Tulane, Russo said: , ... ' . * 
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«‘f y father told me I was going to bsyola." 

accused of giving false testimony at 

Ruio eS aLwered quickly. 

false testimony any 

^Returning to questions about Ferrie. Dymond asked 
u-here Russo was introduced to him. 

Russo related an incident in which Landry ha 
portSy leli to™. Ryu. said to ultod u, Ur.i£> par- 
er.ts and to’.d them that "if there were anyone who could 
alienate Dave and A!. I felt I could. . - 

‘ The witness said he subsequently was invited to Fer 

rie's home in Kenner by Landry- . He “f h d e 
a group of friends, one of whom he idenafied as Pt» r 

^Asked when he last saw Peterson, Russo said: _ 

. "In Mr. Garrison’s office.” . 

"Oh so he was there, too?" asked Dymond. 

precautions ..re ordered 
' for tfte courthouse after threatening telephone calls were 

rWi rw man described by police as an ex-convict from 
Michigan was arrested and booked with making threatening 

' ,h3I Hevd would not sav what his extra security measures 
•• wer £ on the ground that this would serve to up- off poten- 

' tial troublemakers, _ 

V . Arrested yesterday was 
’ ja xss R- Liscomce, 30, of 
Bourbon. Police identi- 
fied him as a musician for a 
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Bourbon st. night dub. 

Heyd said the ex-convict 
' telephoned his former warden 
in Jackson, Mich., and said 
he was brooding and "in- 
U nded to make national head- 
lines in New’ Orleans. 

HE WAS ARRESTED at his 
'apartment and booked with 
making threatening telephone 
cal’s after the Michigan 
prison offidai notified local 
police. 

There were ~ Report* that 
Uscomb* was seen in the 
•:rowd at the Criminal District 
Court building yesterday jost- 
ling newsmen, but this could 

not be confirmed. 

His prison term in Michigan 
was for vandalism, Heyd said. 



Heyd added there were 
other phone calls to various 
persons involved in the case, 
and Judge Bageri asked for 
the extra precautions. 

SHAW ARRIVED at the 
court building at 9:30 a. m. 
today in a car driven by Dy- 
mend. Despite efforts to keep 
his arrival secret, he was 
besieged by newsmen and 
photographers before being 
escorted inside by Heyd and 
his deputies. 

Shaw visited his home at 
1313 Dauphine briefly about 
8-25 a. m. He apparently had 
spent the night elsewhere. 
From there, he went to the 
National Bank of Commerce 
Building with his other at- 
torneys, Edward F. *{*d Wil- 
liam Wegmann. Tfteir Uw 
office is on the 10th floor of 
that building. 



In contrast, the arrival of 
the other, key figure in the . 
ciai, Russo. »»r.t almost un- i 
noticed a; the courthouse this 1 
morning. 

RUSSO WALKED Into the 
Broad st. entrance' at 8 :37 and 
went up ths stairs to the DA’s 
office. No photographers were 
on har.c, rnd only a' handful 
of newsmen. 

Yesterday’s hearing was re- , 
cessed unexpectedly early in . 
the afternoon at the sugges- ; 
tier, of the prosecution and ; 
with the concurrence of the : 
defense after Shaw’s attor- ; 
nevs asked that personnel rec- j . 
ords on Russo be subpe.naed. 

A relaxed ■ *nd sun-tanned 
Garrison turned bis “mystery ! 
witness” over to defense at- 
torneys for cross-examination 
early yesterday aiternooa. 

SHAW WAS arrested March 
l ar.d booked with criminal 
conspiracy in the President s 
| death. He has never been 
I charged, however. 

The community leader and 
former director of the Inter- 
national Trade Mart has stout- 
ly maintained that he is in- 
nocent. 

The identity of Russo had 
been a closely guarded secret 
until he was called to the wit- 
ness stand yesterday. 

Garrison, who appeared at 
the hearing with a sunburned 
face, was asked how it hap- 
pened by a friend. 

“I was interviewing a wit- 
ii In the sun and I got so 
. wrapped up in what I w - as 
•' doing that I stayed in the sun. 

I too long. 

! William Wegmann, one o. 

1 Shaw's attorneys, was asked 
i if the defendant would take 
the stand in a possible defense 
1 effort to disprove the states 
1 allegatiovia.~H» ^said the de- 
fense had not yet made a 
•decision. . • 



